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ooking back at the history of

different civilizations in the

world, we find that many

societies have traditionally va
valued and stressed the importance of
education. Among the extensive list of
things that all peoples of the world are after
is “Education.” It is one common ground
that most people would agree is a necessity,
especially in this modern world, because a
nation’s success depends on how much it
has invested in education for the growth
and development of its people. National
leaders consistently aim to develop new
educational policies to strengthen the
country’s overall educational setting.
Educational institutions endeavor to adopt
and execute these policies to attain
recognition and establish credibility. In
response to ever-changing societal needs,
educators have diligently employed
innovative teaching methodologies and
strategies. Furthermore, parents putin a

significant effort to support their
children’s education by enrolling them
in recognized educational institutions.
Ultimately, students gain the necessary
knowledge, skills, and competencies to
succeed independently and emerge as
effective ~ contributors  to  their
communities. The cycle never ends.

Indian Education System—NEP 2020

The education system in India has
undergone a huge transformation from
students being taught in Gurukuls to
the contemporary education system.
Spicer Adventist University, one of the
many educational institutions in India,
also takes the pride that all the courses
it provides are aligned with NEP 2020.
But what is “NEP 2020?” What is
unique about this? NEP 2020, or
“National Education Policy 2020,”
marks a significant milestone in India’s
inaugural. But what is “NEP 2020?”
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what is “NEP 2020?” What is unique
about this? NEP 2020, or “National
Education Policy 2020,” marks a
significant milestone in India’s inaugural
education policy in the 21st century. It
succeeded in the National Education
Policy of 1986. On July 29, 2020, the
Union Cabinet of India granted approval
for the NEP 2020. Its primary objective is
to reshape India into an inclusive and
dynamic knowledge-based society,
ensuring access to top-tier education for all
individuals irrespective of their social or
economic circumstances. NEP 2020 aims
to position India as a leading global
knowledge hub. (Source: Ministry of

Education) According to the guidelines set
forth in NEP 2020,

several core principles

various fields.

4. Conceptual Understanding: NEP 2020
prioritizes conceptual understanding over
rote memorization and exam-centric
learning, thus fostering deeper
comprehension of the subjects.

5. Promoting Creativity and Critical
Thinking: The policy places a strong
emphasis on Cultivating creativity and
critical thinking skills, fostering logical
decision-making, and innovation among
students.

6. Inculcating Values: Ethics and values,

such as empathy, respect for others,
cleanliness,  courtesy,

democratic spirit, serv-

will serve as a compass 7] - ice orientation, public
for both the broader Natlonal property preservation,
education system and Education Policy scientific temper,
the individual institu- liberty, responsibility,
tions within it. 2020"” marks a pluralism, equality, and
° o ge justice, are integral to
1. Nurturing Individual SIgnlflcant the education fram-
Potential: This policy milestone in ework.
underscores the mpo- .
rtance of recognizing, India 7. Multilingualism and
identifying, and nurt Language: Promoting
uring each student’s multilingualism and

unique capabilities. Teachers and parents
are encouraged to facilitate holistic
development in both academic and non-
academic contexts.

2. Learner-Centric Flexibility: NEP 2020
advocates for flexibility in learning,
allowing students to chart their
educational journeys and programs based
on their talents and interests, thus
empowering them to forge their own paths
in life.

3. Multidisciplinary Approach: Embracing
a multidisciplinary perspective, the policy
seeks to provide holistic education that
reflects the interconnectedness  of
knowledge promoting unity and integrity

and recognizing the power of language in
teaching and learning are key aspects of
the NEP 2020.

8. Life Skills: NEP 2020 acknowledges the
significance of life skills, including
communication, cooperation, teamwork,
and resilience, in preparing students for
real- world challenges.

9. Formative Assessment Focus: The policy
encourages a shift towards regular
formative assessments that support
learning, rather than relying

solely on summative assessments that
contribute to the prevalent ‘coaching
culture’ in education.
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10. Integration of Technology: NEP 2020
advocates  extensive integration  of
technology in teaching and learning. This
includes breaking down language barriers,
improving access for Divyang students,
and enhancing educational planning and
management  through  technological
innovations.

Guiding Principles in Education: Ellen G.
White and NEP 2020

Amid our deep engagement with the
contemporary education system, it is
essential to remember Ellen G. White’s
timeless educational insights. It is indeed
intriguing that over a century ago, Ellen
White wrote comprehensively on the
education system. Many of her
educational principles align with those of
the NEP 2020. Let us explore a few of her
viewpoints on effective education that
mirror the trends in 2lst-century
education:

1. Individualized Learning: Ellen G. White
emphasized the importance of recognizing
and nurturing each student’s unique
capabilities. This individualized approach
aligns with the learner-centric flexibility

promoted by NEP 2020. This policy
encourages students to choose their
learning trajectories and programs based
on their talents and interests, echoing the
idea of tailoring education to individual
needs (1903, 2014).

2. Holistic Development: Both Ellen G.
White’s guidelines and NEP 2020
emphasize holistic development,
encompassing not only academic but also
non-academic aspects of a student’s
growth. This emphasis on well-rounded
education aligns with the 21st century
trend of fostering life skills, creativity, and
critical thinking, as mentioned in

policy.

3. Values and Ethics: White’s advice on
education places significant emphasis on

instilling values, ethics, and moral
principles in students. NEP 2020
underscores the importance of ethics and
values, promoting concepts such as
empathy, respect for others, and a
democratic spirit. This shared focus on
character education  highlights the
enduring relevance of ethical principles.

4. Multidisciplinary and  Integrated
Learning: Ellen G. White advocated for a
multidisciplinary approach to education,
emphasizing the interconnectedness of
knowledge. The NEP 2020 echoes this by
promoting a multidisciplinary curriculum.
This aligns with the 21st-century trend of
encouraging students to understand the
unity and integrity of all knowledge,
transcending traditional subject
boundaries.

5. Conceptual Understanding vs. Rote
Learning: Both Ellen G. White’s NEP
2020 discourage rote memorization and
emphasize conceptual understanding. This
shared emphasis reflects the contemporary
shift towards more effective learning
strategies, where students focus on
comprehending concepts rather than
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memorizing facts.

6. Technology Integration: While Ellen G.
White’s era did not have the technology
we have today, her principles of adapting
education to the needs of the time are
consistent with the extensive use of
technology advocated by NEP 2020.
Technology integration is a key
component of 2lst-century education,
facilitating personalized learning,
removing barriers, and enhancing access
for all students.

Spicer has been Alma Mater for thousands
of students in the past and continues to be
for its future graduates, providing quality
Christian education not only to Indians
but also to international students from
different parts of the world. Being an
international student myself, I am assured
and confident that the course I am doing is
not only in line with NEP 2020 but also
has a touch on Adventist education. What
is a blessing to have the best of both
worlds?
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