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Introduction

TThe worldwide pandemic of COVID-19 has had a
significant adverse effect on the field of education
worldwide. Educational institutions, such as schools,
colleges,  and  universities,  have  been  shuttered to prevent 

the spread of the virus. The outbreak of the pandemic has resulted in
considerable interruptions to the educational system, leading to a
range of challenges encountered by students, educators, and parents
(Kumar 2021, p.348). India’s National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
offers a promising outlook for research and development in
education. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is a
comprehensive policy framework aimed at reforming and revitalizing
India’s education sector. The NEP emphasizes the need for equitable
and all-inclusive education and emphasizes the importance of
delivering quality education regardless of socioeconomic
background. NEP 2020 has several segments and features, each
requiring separate analysis and commentary. This article discusses
the role of research and innovation in NEP 2020 and the challenges
that must be addressed to achieve policy goals.

The Role of Research and Innovation in the NEP 2020
NEP 2020 highlights the importance of research and innovation in
education. The policy recognizes that research and innovation are
essential for developing a knowledge-based economy and for the
growth and development of the country. NEP 2020 intends to
promote research and innovation in education by establishing a
National Research Foundation (NRF) and fostering a culture of R
& D in educational institutions.

As per India’s National Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020), the
National Research Fund (NRF) is a proposed centralized entity that
seeks to provide funding, coordination, and encouragement for
research and innovation in the field of education, encompassing all 
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domains. The National Research Foundation
(NRF) is anticipated to serve as a comprehensive
framework to enhance connections between
Research and Development, academia, and
industry. The primary objective of the NRF is to
facilitate the proliferation of research-oriented
ethics across institutions of higher education and
scholarly establishments. NRF’s main objectives
entail providing financial support for grant
proposals that undergo rigorous peer review
processes and encompass diverse fields of study.
Additionally, the organization aims to foster
research initiatives at academic institutions, from
their inception to maturation, while acknowledging
exceptional research and advancements. Through a
Board of Governors that alternates frequently, the
government plans to autonomously govern the
National Research Foundation (NRF). The board
is comprised of distinguished researchers and
innovators from various disciplines. The National
Research Foundation (NRF) is  anticipated to
enhance the research ecosystem in India and
address the dichotomy between education and
research that has been artificially created. 

The National Research Foundation (NRF) is an
important component of NEP 2020. The NRF is a
centralized agency that funds and supports research
and innovation in all sectors of education. The
NRF funds research initiatives, fellowships, and
scholarships for students and researchers. The
NRF will also promote collaboration between
educational institutions and industries to facilitate
knowledge and technology transfers.

NEP 2020 also aims to create a culture of R & D in
educational institutions. The policy recognizes that
educational institutions are crucial for endorsing
research and innovation. It aims to provide training
and personality enhancement for teachers and
researchers to promote research and innovation.
The policy also aims to establish research and
incubation centers in educational institutions to
promote research and innovation.

Challenges in Implementing the NEP 2020
NEP 2020 is an ambitious effort that aims to
revolutionize India’s education system. However,
policy implementation faces various problems that
must be addressed in order to fulfill policy
objectives.

1. Funding: To achieve its objectives, NEP 2020 will
necessitate a considerable investment in education.
The initiative intends to expand public education
spending to 6% of GDP. However, present public
spending on education amounts to about 3% of
GDP. To fulfill its objectives, the government must
raise its educational investment.

2. Infrastructure: NEP 2020 requires significant
investment in infrastructure to achieve its goals.
The policy aims to establish new educational
institutions, upgrade existing ones, and provide
modern facilities and equipment. The government
must invest in infrastructure to achieve its goals.

3. Teacher Training: The importance of teacher
training and professional growth is emphasized in
the NEP 2020. The purpose of this policy is to
improve the quality of teaching and learning in
schools and colleges. To fulfill its policy objectives,
the government must invest in teacher training and
professional development.

4. Implementation: NEP 2020 is a broad concept
that necessitates considerable reforms in the
educational sector. To fulfill its objectives, the
policy must be efficiently implemented. The
government must ensure that the policy is
implemented efficiently at all levels of schooling.

5. Cooperation: Cooperation among the federal
government, state governments, educational
institutions, and other stakeholders is required for
NEP 2020. The policy must be implemented in a
coordinated manner to achieve its goals. The
government must ensure that all stakeholders
cooperate to implement the policy effectively.
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Prospects in Implementing the NEP 2020
NEP 2020 is a comprehensive policy framework
aimed at overhauling and revitalizing India’s
education sector. The National Education Policy of
2020 is founded on the fundamental principles of
“Access, Quality, Equity, Affordability, and
Accountability.” The proposed initiative addresses
prevalent issues in the Indian education domain,
including suboptimal literacy levels, elevated
student attrition rates, and the absence of a
comprehensive interdisciplinary framework. The
following are the prospective outcomes of the
implementation of the NEP 2020:

1. It prioritizes a multidisciplinary approach to
education that can facilitate the acquisition of
diverse skills and knowledge among students. This
methodology has the potential to facilitate student
adjustment to the evolving demands of the
economy and society.

2. It aims to foster equity and inclusion in the realm
of education, with the objective of guaranteeing
that each student has the opportunity to receive
quality education, irrespective of their
socioeconomic status or other personal factors. The
objective of the policy is to ensure that education is
accessible to all individuals, including those who
belong to marginalized or disadvantaged groups.

3. It advocates for the integration of technological
tools into the educational process. This initiative
aims to facilitate the delivery of digital learning
modules to students, enabling them to access
education remotely, particularly during the current
pandemic and in the future. The policy’s objective
was to facilitate research and innovation in online
learning by providing training and personality
enhancement opportunities for teachers and
researchers.

4. It facilitates NRF to be instituted to provide
financial assistance and facilitate research and
innovation across all domains of education. NRF
allocates financial resources to facilitate research
undertakings, fellowships, and scholarships for
scholars and students. It facilitate knowledge and
technology transfer by fostering collaboration
between educational institutions and industry.

5. It emphasizes the significance of teacher training
and professional development. The policy’s
objective is to enhance educational delivery and
acquisition standards in educational institutions.
To attain the policy objectives, it is imperative for
the government to allocate resources to teacher
training and professional development.

Conclusion
According to Dalal (2018), academic research is a
fundamental innovation method. Research can add
weight to innovation, or in simple terms, it is the
method of creating innovation. NEP 2020 is a
visionary strategy that highlights the importance of
research and innovation in education and intends
to foster research and innovation in educational
institutions. This policy faces multiple challenges
that must be addressed to fulfill its objectives. The
government needs to invest in education,
infrastructure, and teacher training to achieve its
policy goals. The policy must be implemented
effectively and coordinated to achieve its goals.
NEP 2020 has the ability to completely transform
India’s education system and build a knowledge-
based economy that will drive the country’s growth
and development.

Figure: Prospects in Implementing NEP 2020
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